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additions to other large counties, and to admit copyholders
and leaseholders for terms of years, as well as freeholders
to the county franchise. In the boroughs he proposed
uniform Household Suffrage. By the scheme, according to
Fox, there would have been some 600,000 voters, whereas
the petition presented four years earlier had shown that
the majority of the House was elected by less than 15,000
electors. Grey was defeated, after a debate in which all
the honours fell to the Opposition, by 256 to 91 votes.
The two speeches he made on this occasion give us the
fullest insight into Fox's views on Parliamentary Reform,
and all the questions that the Revolutionary agitation had
brought to the troubled surface of political speculation.
They show that his championship of reform was perfectly
consecutive and consistent. He regarded Parliamentary
Reform in the light of a remedy provided by the British
constitution, and he had as little sympathy as Burke himself
with the doctrine that a fresh beginning should be made in
constitution building.
"Without attempting to follow his right honourable
friend, when he proposed to soar into the skies, or dive
into the deep, to encounter his metaphysical adversaries,
because in such heights and depths the operations of the
actors were too remote from view to be observed with much
benefit, he would rest on practice, to which he was more
attached, as being better understood. And if, by a peculiar
interposition of Divine power, all the wisest men of every
age and of every country could be collected into one
assembly, he did not believe that their united wisdom would
be capable of forming even a tolerable constitution. In
this opinion he thought he was supported by the unvarying
evidence of history and observation. Another opinion he
held, no matter whether erroneous or not, for he stated it
only as an illustration, namely, that the most skilful
architect could not build, in the first instance, so com-
modious a habitation as one that had been originally
intended for some other use, and had been gradually